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Bangladesh is currently considered to be one of the developing world's greatest success stories. The 
pace of progress and development in all major economic, social and human development indicators 
have picked up marked pace especially since 2009, when the Bangladesh Awami League formed 
Government under the leadership of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina. The party pledged to implement 
'Vision 2021' in their election manifesto, which was a promise to turn Bangladesh into a middle 
income country by the year 2021. 

This stands substantially realized as the Bangladesh economy, now growing at over 7% annually, saw 
its status change from that of a lower income one to a lower-middle income one in 2015, six years 
before the deadline. Currently Bangladesh is the 31st largest economy in the world, and predicted to 
become the 28th largest one by 2030. The country is also like to graduate out of the least developed 
country status by 2024.

Over the last 8 years, owing to a host of social security measures and poverty reduction programmes 
of the Awami League Government, around 50 million people have graduated out of poverty in 
Bangladesh. Poverty rate is now 22.4%  which was 38.4% in 2006. During the same period, the 
extreme or hardcore poverty rate has come down from 24.2% to 12%. The country has become a 
self-suf�cient nation from a de�cient one within a few years. Quality and free education and 
grassroots primary healthcare are making people's lives better. With the participation of women 
increasing rapidly day by day in all sectors, the country is becoming a role model for the 
empowerment of women.    

A host of large infrastructural undertakings and mega projects like the Padma Bridge, Rooppur Nuclear 
Power Plant and Dhaka Metro Rail are transforming the country's communications, transportation, 
ports and energy scenario. More people now have access to electricity than ever before, rising from 
38% in 2006 to 78% currently. The Government has set its eyes on ensuring electricity for every 
household by 2021, under the 'Electricity for All' vision.      

The country is going through a digital revolution. Announced in 2008, the Awami League 
Government's 'Digital Bangladesh' approach is working to make the country a technologically 
advanced nation. 120 million are using mobile phones while 67 million are accessing the internet, and 
both are now still climbing. A total of 5,275 digital centers have been set up across the country 
providing digital services to the rural people living in the most remotest of parts. With the 
introduction of the country's �rst satellite, the country is set to enter the space age by 2017.    

Introduction
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2021 is the Golden Jubilee of the independence of Bangladesh. The 
centennial year of birth of the Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman is in 2020. By 2021, we want to build a Bangladesh 
where corruption, misrule and the darkness of illiteracy will not be 
present.There will be no poverty. People will build a prosperous life with 
honour and dignity. We dream of building a Digital Bangladesh which is 
advanced in education and culture, science and technology by 2021.

Sheikh Hasina
Honourable Prime Minister of Bangladesh



Indicators 2006 2009 2016 

Growth 6.63 5.74 7.10 

Per Capita income USD 560 USD 710 USD 1466 

FDI USD 456 Million USD 961 Million USD 2.23 Billion 

Forex Reserve USD 340 Million USD 1 Billion USD 32.09 Billion 

Export Income USD 1.05 Billion USD 1.26 Billion USD 34 Billion 

Inflation Rate 7.2% 5.4% 5.84% 

Remittance USD 480 Million USD 970 Million USD 1.49 Billion 

 

Economy

Power and Energy

Socio Economic Development
Indicators 2006 2009 2016 

Poverty Rate 38.4% --- 22.4% 

Extreme Poverty 
Rate 24.2% 19.3% 12.1% 

Life Expectancy 64.5 66.8 71.8 

 

Indicators 2006 2009 2016 

Power generation 
capacity (Megawatt) 3,378 4,942 15,000 

Highest generation 
(Megawatt) 4036 (2007) 4296 9,036 

Power plants 42 27 107 

Electricity Coverage 38% 47% 78% 

System Loss 16.26% 13.49% 10.49% 

Prepaid Meter  None None 97,893 

Electricity production 
per capita (Kilowatt) 176 220 371 
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Agriculture and Food Security

Indicators 2007 2009 2016 

Food grain production 
(million metric ton) 27.2 34.7 39 

Agricultural Loan 
disbursement USD 687 million USD 1.16 billion USD 2 billion 

Agricultural subsidy --- USD 723 million USD 887 million 

Agricultural 
rehabilitation --- USD 2.59 million USD 4.06 million 

Food Storage 
Capacity (metric tons) --- 1.4 million 2.40 million 

 

Implemented ‘Food Safety Act 2013’ in February, 2015.

Bangladesh Food Safety Authority established on 2nd February 2015.

Initiated bank account opening service for farmers costing Tk. 10.

245 Agriculture Information Centre established for
easy access of agriculture-related information.

To ensure access to farming tools, 20.83 million
agriculture cards provided to farming families.

Government is now providing rice at Tk. 10 per kg for poor families.
Every family can buy 30 kg of rice per month under this scheme.

From 2009, more than 2.85 million metric tons of food grains have
been sold in 7 years under Open Market Sale (OMS) scheme.

The government, in 2017, has installed a solar-powered multistoried food
storage silo with a capacity of storing 25,000 metric tons of food grains.

For the �rst time in 2014, government exported
25,000 metric tons of rice to Sri Lanka.
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Communication

Mega Projects

Indicators 2006 2009 2016 

National Highway 3570 KM 3477 KM 3813 KM 

National Highway (4
lane) 

 73.4 KM 368.62 KM 

Bridge/Culvert 964,919 Meter 1,028,319 Meter 1,291,703 Meter 

River Dredging 
(million cubic meter) 6.49 --- 15.62 

 

Implemented new policy to install retro-re�ective
number plate for every motor vehicles.

Taken a 20-year master plan with 235 projects for developing
railway communication, allocated USD 29.15 billion.
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Padma Multipurpose Bridge1

With more than one fourth work already 
accomplished, the dream for the largest 
and the longest infrastructure 
undertaking in Bangladesh–Padma 
Multipurpose bridge-- has started to 
appear as a distinct reality now. 
Completely a self-funded project worth 
$3.65 billion, the bridge site is �lled with 
labourers, workers and engineers who 
are toiling hard day and night to get it 
open for traf�c by 2018.
About 40 percent work of this fast track 
mega project has been completed .The 
construction of the connecting road in 
Mawa section has been completed. About 
70 percent work of the connecting road in 
Jajira point has been completed. On 
August 7, the �rst span of the 
superstructure of the Bridge reached 
Mawa site from China.

---



Metrorail Project2

With an aim to provide a safe, fast, affordable and modern means of transportation for the city 
dwellers, this urban public transport service promises to signi�cantly reduce congestion in the capital 
and prevent environmental pollution. The Dhaka Mass Rapid Transit Development Project, of�cial 
name of the metro rail scheme, stretches from Uttara to Motijheel, and involved $2.5 billion. 
Inaugurated in June, 2016, the mode of transport is expected to see half of the 20 km metro line go 
open by the end of 2019.

In August 2016, HPM Sheikh Hasina inaugurated the operational activities of the third sea port in 
Bangladesh, Paira sea port. The port will be fully operational by 2023. To implement the project, the 
government has signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) with Belgian company for an 
estimated $2 billion capital dredging and maintenance dredging. Given that the entire scheme was 
divided in 19 components, 13 components will be implemented under FDI and the remaining six 
under the government-to-government (G2G) deals. 

Paira Sea Port3

The 2,400 megawatt Rooppur nuclear power project has made signi�cant progress in 2016 as a 
$12.65 billion �nancing agreement has been entered into with Russia in December 2016. The �rst and 
second agreements of the project covering feasibility evaluation, environmental impact assessment, 
engineering survey, technical documentation and working documentation have been fully completed. 
On 26 July 2016, Russia and Bangladesh signed an $11.38 billion loan agreement, paving the way for 
the main construction work of the dream project.

Rooppur Nuclear Plant4

Chinese President Xi Jinping and Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina laid foundation of 
Karnaphuli Underwater Tunnel in October, 2016. The project is worth USD 2.49 billion. Construction 
work is set to start in 2017.

Karnaphuli Underwater Tunnel5

Work has been started in 2015 to construct a 20 KM-long elevated expressway. It’s projected to be 
opened for public by 2019.

Dhaka Elevated Expressway6

The pre-construction work of Bus Rapid transit has been started in June, 2016. The aim of the project 
is to ease the road communication system by introducing modern lane system.

Bus Rapid Transit7
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Indicators 2001-06 2009-2016 

Literacy Rate 44% 71% 

Enrollment Rate 87.2% 99% 

Drop-out Rate 47% 20.4% 

Nationalization of Primary 
Schools None 26,139 

Appointing Teachers 63,326 1,08,200 

Free textbook distribution 65.4 million 2.29 billion 

Stipend USD 57,810 USD 161,933 

Reaching out of School 
program 246,511 310,987 

Budget allocation USD 605.25 million USD 6.1 billion 

Multimedia classroom None 35,500 

 

Education

Children of 8-14 years old who didn’t get the chance to go to school are having
the opportunity of education at ‘Ananda School’. They are being provided with
free uniforms, textbooks and stipends.

For children with special needs, 61 schools are being established.

From 2017, indigenous children are receiving free textbooks
in their mother language.
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From 2010, Prime Minister’s Education Assistance Trust has been providing
scholarships to poor but meritorious students ranging from primary schools
to Degree level.
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Health

Indicators 2000 2010 2015 

Maternal Mortality (in 
1000 live birth) 399 194 176 

Child Mortality 
(Under-5, per 1000) 88 47 38 

Vaccination --- 82.9% 92% 

Infant Mortality 64.4 36 29 

Stunt birthrate 50.8 41 36 

Access to clean 
water --- 85 98.2 

Sanitation --- 54% 99% 

Manpower in health 
sector 

--- 13,450 (2006) 60,000 

 

Special centers for Autistic children have been established in 22 public
and private hospitals.

Established 16,438 community clinic and union health centers to provide
healthcare services to the doorstep of rural people. Free treatments alon
 with 30 types of free medicines are being provided.

Tele-medicine service has been launched in 43 hospitals around the country
for providing medical service at home round the clock.
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Indicators 2006 2016 

Internet Users 1.5 million 66.69 million (October) 

Mobile phone users 20 million 120 million (October) 

IT Export Income USD 26 million USD 300 million 

Public services through 
digital services 

0.3% 35% 

Digital Centre None 5000 

Multimedia Classroom None 30,000 

E-textbook None Textbooks from Class 1- 

Class 9 

 

Digital Bangladesh

Processes are undergoing to upgrade 8000 post of�ces to digital centers. 

A technology park has been opened in Dhaka in 2015 and 16 organization
have already moved there. 

245 Agriculture Information Centre established for easy access of
agriculture-related information.

To encourage and promote innovation in ICT, ‘IT Incubation Centre’ has been
inaugurated in 2016 which will create 100,000 employment opportunities in 
next 2 years.

To create a skilled manpower in ICT sector, government is training 75000
professionals.

With the goal to install 7154 KM optical �bre around the country, government
will bring 930 sub-districts (Upazilla) under optical �bre network. Work has
already been done in 209 sub-districts.

By the end of 2017, Bangladesh will launch its �rst satellite ‘Bangabandhu-1’.

More than 100 million mobile SIM card have been registered with
Biometric system.
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Women Empowerment and Development

Indicators 2006 2009 2016 

Ranking in Gender 
Gap Index by World 

Economic Forum 
91 93 64 

Maternal Leave 4 months 4 months 6 months 

Women participation 
in labor force 38.8% --- 41% 

Reserved seats in 
Parliament 45 --- 50 

Women 
unemployment 6.5% --- 5% 

 

Revised Citizenship Act with the rule of maternal citizenship.

Five female ministers including Prime Minister. Speaker of the parliament,
opposition leader, whip all are female along with two female president of
Parliamentary Standing Committee.

One elected female vice chairman in every sub-district.

Including 50 reserve seats, 70 of the parliamentarians are women.

60% of the posts of primary school teachers are reserved for women.

To ensure the growth of women entrepreneurs, government has trained
8178 women entrepreneurs with USD 1.6 million from 2010.

‘Tothyo Apa’: From July 2011 to December 2015, government has trained
263,329 women to provide assistance and information regarding health 
hazards, child marriage, violence against women, employment related 
information, legal support, and digital services spending USD 1.63 million.
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Local Government Development

Indicators 2001-2006 2016 

Allocation in Annual 
Development Project USD 1.40 billion

 
USD 5.5 billion

 

New project approved 46 178 

Local government centres 
constructed 796

 
1086

 

Growth Centre 641 1689 

Cyclone Shelter installed 20 1214 

Roads and bridges 
construction and 

development 

Roads: 60,533 km 

Bridges: 90,424 m 

Roads: 77,220 

Bridges: 113,848 m 

Water treatment facility 25 79 

Roadside tree plantation 7,751 km 24,517 km 

Urban roads development  1142 km 3663 km 
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Social Safety Net

Sectors 2006 2009 2016 

Total Projects 11 --- 143 

Budget USD 142.80 million USD 2.82 billion USD 4.36 billion 

Old age allowance 
(per person/month) Tk. 200

 
Tk. 250
 

Tk. 400
 

Poor disabled 
allowance (per 
person/month) 

Tk. 200

 

Tk. 250

 

Tk. 500

 

Widow allowance 
(per person/month) Tk. 200

 
Tk. 250
 

Tk. 400
 

Freedom Fighter’s 
allowance Tk. 500

 
Tk. 900
 

Tk. 10,000
 

 

Current Awami League government has 
acknowledged the transgender people 
as third gender and started providing 
them a monthly allowance of Tk. 300 
per person. In 2012-13 the then Awami 
League government launched a project 
to improve the living standards of 
transgender people. In FY 2014-15, a 
sum of USD 571,792 was allocated for 
providing technical training and 
monthly allowance. Till 2015, more than 
4000 transgender people have received 
monthly allowance and training. Also, a 
stipend of Tk. 10,000 has been provided 
to transgender students.

In the �nancial year of 2012-13, the 
then Awami League government 
launched a project to improve the 
living standards of Dalit, Harijan and 
Veda community. In 2014-15, a 
budget of USD 1.1 million was 
allocated for these backward 
communities. Till 2015, 2100 Dalit, 
Harijan and Veda were trained and 
10,539 received monthly allowance. 
Each trainee were also provided with 
a �nancial assistance of Tk. 10,000.



Youth, Sports and Employment

Sectors 2006 2016 

Trainings provided to 1,011,573 1,799,251 

Self-employment 454,331 467,578 

Youth Loan disbursed USD 31.73 million USD 81.58 million 

Youth Development projects 3 with a budget of USD 13.8 
million 

11 projects with a budget of 
USD 83.3 million 

Grant for Youth organizations USD 302,013 USD 983,186 

Grant receiving youth 
organizations 2,475

 
4,819

 

Expenditure on sports 
infrastructure development  USD 41.86 million

 
USD 146.09 million

 

 

Environment

Bangladesh is the �rst developing nation who formulated ‘Bangladesh
Climate Change Strategy and Action Plan 2009’.

The country formed ‘Climate Change Trust Fund’ in 2009 under which 
34 projects were initiated.

Of the national budget, more than 6% percent is being allocated to �ght
the adversities of climate change.

The country is now emphasizing on solar power. Currently, solar panels
have installed in 4 million houses.

Works are undergoing to produce 10% of the electricity with renewable energy.
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